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Le
gi

sl
at

iv
e 

R
ep

o
rt

 M
ar

ch
 6

, 2
0

1
4

 
 

 



         

 

DNR management benefits pollinators 



Public Lands are unevenly distributed 
throughout the state 

Total:  25% Public 
Ownership 
 
Laurentian Mixed 
Forest: 52% 
 
Aspen Parklands: 
18% 
 
Broadleaf Forest: 5% 
 
Prairie: >2% 
 
 



New Legislation 
 

M.S. 84.973 
POLLINATOR HABITAT 
PROGRAM   
 
Minnesota Session 
Law 2013, Chapter 114 
HF no. 976, Article 4,  
Sect. 12 



New Legislation 
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 84.973 

 POLLINATOR HABITAT PROGRAM 
(a) The commissioner shall develop best management 
practices and habitat restoration guidelines for pollinator 
habitat enhancement.  Best management practices and 
guidelines developed under this section must be used for 
all habitat enhancement or restoration of lands under the 
commissioner's control. 
 
(b) Prairie restorations conducted on state lands or with 
state funds must include an appropriate diversity of 
native species selected to provide habitat for pollinators  
throughout the growing season. 



   

BMPs & Guidelines 



Restoration 
Guidelines 
 

• Restoration 
guided by native 
plant 
communities 

• Establish a species 
list by plant 
communities to 
aid managers 

 





• Refugia 

• Smaller units 

• Rotating burns 

• Skips 

• Extend intervals 

• Refugia 

• After mid-Sep 

• Spot mow 

• Partner with 

   Road Authorities 

• Refugia 

• Limit duration 

• Create a range of 

   stubble height 

• “Mix it up” 

Best Management Practices 
Rx Burning  Mowing/Haying   Grazing 



• Refugia 

• Practice IPM 

• Target species 

   and chemical 

• Control Inv spp. 

• Refugia 

• Avoid spring 

• Retain dead 

• Diversify site 

   and landscape 

• Stress IPM 

• Considering 

   Federal standards 

• Plant during calm 

• Buffer zones 

Best Management Practices (cont.) 
Pesticide Use             Forest Management  Farming 



Activities that benefit 
pollinators will 
complement other 
goals. 

“stacking benefits” 

 



     

• Draft BMPs & Guidelines.  complete 

• Review:  Out for comment.  complete 

• Revisions to incorporate comments.  in process 

•Implementation. coming growing season 

Current Progress 
 



Comments Received From 
University of Minnesota 
 Audubon Society 
Xerces Society 
Great River Greening 
MN Department of Agriculture 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Private citizens 
DNR Forestry, MBS, Wildlife, Fisheries, SNA, 
Nongame, Parks & Trails 




